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taken off will ruin thousands of families who have no other
way of subsistence but by spinning "x.
(VI)
_^	coal
Early	3jhe use of coal2 as a fuel was known in Roman Britain,
history,     kut tke re£j beginnings of its history date from the thirteenth
century when references become frequent3.    The prejudice
against coal died hard4;  iand the principal cause of the
eventual  growth of   coal-mining was the   inadequacy of
the woods of England to meet the fresh demands made upon
them in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries 5.    The
heavy pressure upon the available supplies of timber was
due to the increasing consumption  of wood for house-
building, for the domestic hearth, for an expanding mer-
cantile marine, and for rapidly developing industries such
as iron, glass, etc.   Thus the progress of coal-mining must
be related to the general industrial movement of which it
was an integral part;  while the introduction of improved
fireplaces encouraged the substitution of coal for wood in
the homes.   Moreover the dissolution of the monasteries
replaced the ecclesiastical owners of mineral-bearing pro-
perties (for example, in Durham and Northumberland) by
lay owners, who were more ready to seize upon opportunities
of financial profit.    It is true that some monasteries carried
on coal-mining operations6;   but their less conservative
successors either granted leases on favourable terms,  or
sold  the   land outright, to mining   adventurers7.     This
opened the way for an intensive exploitation.    In addition
the wide distribution of the coal beds, and the facilities
for conveying coal by sea and river transport8, helped in a
considerable degree to make coal ' the general fuel'  of
1	Statutes at Large, vii. 97, 100 ;   House of Commons Journals, xxvii.
429, 444, 460-464, 482.    See infra, Appendix, p. 482, No. 5.
2	See supra, Introduction, pp. xl-xli.    On the coal measures (New-
castle and London, chaldrons), see infra, p. 148, note 5.
3	On the early history of coal-mining, see Brand, The History and
Antiquities of Newcastle-upon-Tyne (1789), ii. 241 seq. ;  Galloway, Annals
of Coal Mining ; Salzman, English Industries of the Middle Ages, chapter i.;
Nef, The Rise of the British Coal Industry, i. Introduction.
*	See infra, Appendix, p. 483, No. I.	5 Infra, p. 156.
< Infra, vol. iii. 208, note i.	' Nef, op. cit. i. 134 sea.
*	See infra, pp. 115 (and note i), 153.

